Thomas Gladman
“Standish Soldier’s Death in France” – Wigan Observer, 3rd July, 1915.

“Private Thomas Gladman, who belonged to the 2nd Border Regiment, and resided at 176, Standish Lower Ground, has been killed in action somewhere in France. He was 28 years of age, and before the war worked at the Douglas Bank Collieries.”

Thomas Gladman had a relative in Shevington until recently. Thomas’s step-father was Henry Pilkington, one of whose brothers was the grandfather of Sylvia Williams, a member of St Anne’s Church throughout her life, who died in 2013.
Thomas died on 15th May, 1915, ten months into the war, and this might suggest that he was a volunteer. He enlisted in Wigan but joined the Border Regiment, number 11816, perhaps because his father was Scottish.

In his service records he is described as having a “dark complexion, with blue eyes and dark hair. 5’ 3" tall and weighing 131lbs with a scar on his back and r shoulder.” He was killed in action then buried by "2nd battalion of grenadier guards about 40yards in front of the old British trench to the left of the road that runs forward to the xxx (unreadable word) de Guillouse and marked by a cross".
(The map on page 4 shows the Rue des Cailloux; could this be the proper reading?)
On one occasion he lost 11 days pay due to absence from tattoo duty.

His mother Alice received his three medals by post, and returned her receipt on 14th December, 1921.

Thomas’s family
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Thomas was born in 1887, the fourth of five children of Joseph and Alice Gladman of Marsh Green. Joseph had been born in Scotland. He was a coal miner. Alice was a spinner
Joseph, however, died in 1894 at the age of 36 and within a year Alice had married her bachelor next-door neighbour, Henry Pilkington, with whom she had a daughter. At the wedding Alice signed with an X, which suggests that she could not write her own name.
In 1901 the family of eight was living at 4, Noble Street, Pemberton. Henry Pilkington is shown as a coal hewer – the man who cut the coal with his pick -, two daughters were ring-spinners in a cotton mill, and Thomas, aged 14, was a brick maker.

By 1911 the family had moved to 176, Standish Lower Ground – the house still exists. The two eldest daughters had left home, leaving Thomas and three younger girls. Eliza and Alice were calico weavers in a cotton mill, Mary was a “coal cleaner (surface)” and Thomas had followed his stepfather into the mine as a hewer.
Thomas’s work
Thomas worked at Douglas Bank Colliery.
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Cottages at Douglas Bank Colliery.

In 1907 Wigan’s collieries produced more than 27 million tons of coal, thanks to the work of men like Thomas Gladman.
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This picture is of a collier at Douglas Bank.

[image: image4.jpg]



Pit top at Douglas Bank

What happened to Thomas?

Thomas was probably killed at the Battle of Festubert.
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According to Internet sources, the 2nd battalion of the Border Regiment was involved in the battle of Festubert from 15th to 25th May, 1915. Thomas was killed on the 16th May and is remembered at the Le Touret Memorial near Béthune, where men killed at this battle are remembered. Festubert lies near the better known Neuve‑Chappelle.
An account of the action in which Thomas was probably killed, for 16th May, 1915:

“To the left, the 20th Brigade had a far harder time. The leading waves were provided by the 2nd Bn Scots Guards and the 2nd Bn Border Regiment. Both units had been told to attack at 0310 hours – in other words five minutes before the bombardment had finished shelling the German parapet.”
“The Borderers in particular got far too close to the final moments of the bombardment and lost men needlessly. The German position was taken nonetheless but the Borderers were then held back by flanking fire coming from a German stronghold called the Quadrilateral.”
In other words, some British soldiers, (including Thomas?) were killed by “friendly fire”.

The Grenadier guards were also involved in this battle and it was they who buried Thomas’s body. It would appear that identification of him was later lost.
Thomas’s battalion was here.









4

